UFOs ‘in
Soviet space centre’

A concerted
“sabotage” effort
was made by alien
spacecraft to shut
down the giant
Baikonur cosmo-
drome, Russia's an-
swer to America's
Cape Canaveral,
during the first two
weeks of last June,
according to reliable
Soviet scientists
interviewed in Mos-
COow,

During an anxiety
and tension-filled 16
days not a single Soviel
spacecraft was launched
from the usually bus-
tling Soviet multiple
launch quadrangle as
work crews repaired the
damage which
covered just in time to
prevent a major disas-
ler

Scheduled lnunc
spacecraflt includ an
important test Might of a new
space vehicle were diverted 1o
g IJ-lI'IL"'.' cosmodromes, Lhe
Kapustin Yar space centre,
about 1,600 km to lh: wesl,
and Plesetsk, some 2,400 km
o the north

One of the scientists swid
“‘Whatever vou like 1o call
he wninvited visilors from the
kies — UFQOs ar I.|I|.'.=n Lnace-

thips — two of them,
from a northerdy durr.
around 2 am on Junc |

“One :Bpar:ntlg-' concen-
iraled on Baikonur's major
launch sites, the other on Lthe
iwo sites housing Baikonor
personnel 32 km 1o the south.

_ “Thce-l"u.n: fying side-by-
side fitnesses  described
them as orange-coloured and
having jelly-figh-like shapes

“One headed south to the
city. The other remained over
the spaceport. It hung mo-
tionless right over the huge
towers of

wus dis-

hes of

the key installation.” Then,
suddenly, a silver-coloured
shower, almost like rain,

came down [rom the }.cwcnng
craft, The shower seemed to
snvelope the target below
“The attack lasied 14 sec
Then

onds the silver rain
stopped and the cralt began
0 move mgain. Il made a

giant circle over the ouside
perimeter of _the spaceport,
then Mew on. Not more than
1alf & minute had passed bel-
wen its arrival and departure
1t moved noisclessly.”

During the raid, bolis and
rivels were apparently sucked
rom the support towers ol
he main installation

ine of Russia's

aunch Pad Mo | »

SCJUTH CHINA MOBNING POST

The UFO's awack
had the cifect of smashing
windows =long the upper
Moors of the town's buildings

Some 1) seconds later the
twa UFOs rejoined each
other near the spaceport, then
headed back north. Within

seconds, they disappeared
from sight
The scientists reported

that witnesses found il impos-
sible to judge the size of the
craft ns they were apparently
ﬂ\:::u very high

“Incredible as 1w may
sound,” one sclentist said,
“the claborate defences of
Baikonour were taken com-
pletely by surprise, There was
a ot of commaotion the follow
ing day when the damage to
Launch Pad No | was discov
cred

“A szingle launch of a
Her Cozmos satellite from
pad some 64 km
mam insallation was
proveed on sched-
but two doren launch
WEre of[ and put
under heavy guard. Within
24 hours Batkonur was totally
paralysed

“Mothing like this has ever
happencd Lelore 1o our space
pori since 19337

shut

That ws when the site in
the Kazakbhstan steppe was
chosen for i space centre. The
land was flat and empty ol

people lor nundreds of miles;
the sky wa: always clear, The
remole arca was considered
the salest in the Soviet Union

When i1 was decided 10
shift Lhe site of the test
launch i1 zntailed a feal of
improvised logistics involving
the use of wiant military heli-
coplers, the scientist said

The vehicle was disman-
tled and rushed to Kapustin
Yar, 96 km east of Volgagrad
in the Astrikhan steppe.

As the substitute site was
situated on approtimately the
same latitude as Baikonur
48 degrees north — it meant
the spacecrafl would go into
the same arbit as il 1t had
been launched from the origi-
nal site

Crash crews working
around the clock completed
the installztion as zero hour
struck and the space capsule
took off on June 4 1o perform
its mission s planned

Baikonur heaved a sigh of
relief, the scientist said, while
contir clear up the
mess 4 4 the main launch
pad and checking every bolt
and rivel on :'.n:i of the 24
other sites

“11 wn
foresight

mare luck than
he said, recalling
that Kapustin Yar, the Soviet

[ cosmodrome,

Lnion’s [irst
had been placed in mothballs,
soon alter Baikonur came
into exister oo

'S:wu.-' rockets being prepared lor launch it the o

Baikonur tha

1237, the Hovi

It was from
October 4,
=3 ushared in the spac: age
shooting  ofl it 215-1b
painik satelline
Baukonur was consi<ered
wcure, lucked away between
ie Aral Sea and the Ural
Mountzins; Kapustin  Yar
+35 much too vulnerable to
L'S aerial surveillance, radar
ind bombers, Bul recently
¢ ald cosmodrome under-

wEnl 4 I madernEalion
w new lfaunch pads were
installed lo include one capa

ble. of hundling P:l>|l;k!l.|.l.l:l'i

heavy as most ol those shot
o space arbit from Baiko-

be nore
nkonur,” said a
I have Lo [l
back on Kapustin Yar for
bzlp unless we agree to cur-
Liil our space programme;
v hich we have no inteation of
Laing,”
In fact
Latkonur resumed ope

I n : |
From HENRY
GRIS
| _in Moscow |
1 s 1 jor makitary
sercise invalving reeket

e-cnifies, i
military

TiUAChIngs and
riost impressive
irdce action.”

A challenge to thos: un-
wanted space visitors?
Vi'hatever it was, from June 2
1o June 18 the rest of the
Baikonur tpace traffic was
cirried by Plesetsk in north-
='n Russia

Plesetsk s 1he Soviets'
nos! modern cosmod-ome
30d {15 space shols are mainly

" & military nature. 1 was
'.:’:ﬂll} extended 1o invlude
simultaneous launches in a2
wide range of inclined orbits

Ides Iy situated in the low

cnds of the frazen north for
sy overflights of must inhab

1.1 parts of Earth, il was
il "u:hl 14 an averpowering
s all ol 3

Thus

SOCUF
Hpkonur s

secrecy nind
eyt le

A Soviel cosr .F"I!;
sk ha ever bBeen went
i5d as a spacepur
While Baikonur sy
merely “misplaced™ on

raps of =the Sovier Uaior
deliberately
vrall seitiemen

ad of the town ol T5ur
im. 34 km 1o the south

ideniified with

nrning

|._|~1|

Y5

P S
raid on

where i1 is actunally located,
Plesetsk, officially, s simply
Pleseisk

It is just o small town on

the railway hine from Moscow

to Archangel, 416 km below
the Arctic Circle, one is told.
It has no significance whatso
EVer

The Plesetsk cosmodrome,
o quadrangle 48 x 64 km
dotted with sophisticated in-
stallations, 1o all intents wnd

purposes, does not exist. To
be sure. the Russian people
have been denied all knowl

edge about it

The only ones who have
suspecied that “something” is
going on up there,” (o quote
themn., are the Russian civilian
LIFO spotters who have long
pinpointed the aren of Ple-
setsk as having had more
LUFO overflights than any
other rural area in European
R ussia

"They keep Mying in and
oul of this region like bees
around ve," waid one
Russing

Tuld that P

BOErs a4 gaant

eaelsk

seClEl COsmm

Irome, long ph raphed by
Ll satellites, he nodded
Makes sense!

It was this Pleseisk, then
that lownd itsell working
avertime too il in for the

Kari

khitan
ohile -

LlEns Ve

apo of Baukonur
cointided with I8 iman
launch  site, used 1o hift 11
manned  space vehicles, get-
ling ready 1o shoot aofl the
new Soyuz T spacecrall

Fhis latest Soviet manned
lrungpart  wvehicle Carfies
Crew ol Lhiree and 1s consiier
ed the newest, extremely eifi-
cicnt, workhorse of the Soviet
Space programme

“Nobody was falking,”
said Doctor of Geology Alex-
el Zolotov, a prominent and
highly respected Soviet scien-
tist and explorer, who hap
pened to be in the area (he
day the UFO atiack hap-
pened

‘Apparently something
was very wrong as there was
[everish activity all over the

plave. Also, during the night
SCAnnng

searchlights
the skies,”

e Lolotoy

kept

Hotel Cosmonaut
whire everybody
the

h, i1 aime 60 000
peaple tin 4]
Deing n ume Lime ns the
coamodrome and s seill Bro
ng

In addition (o rows al ne
stx-Storey apart
the .\_,_"lh.l_:_l.l_
fown ledlures spaco resear
installations, space train
facilities, laburatores, o

spital, sports arenn
other sports facilities, a
theatre, cinemas, restiurants,

houses,

i televisivn centre, and a
cosmonaut! club, all bml
within the Ilast few vesrs,

Everything but a church

The town s situated on a
railway line and major high-
wily and.is connected 1o the
cosmodrome by several small-
er rouds

The actual spaceport, the
largest such insianllation in the
world, is criss-crossed by sne-
cial concrete rouds capable of

carrying extreme weights
during winter and summer,
railway tracks und security

dotted  with
hangars,
rocket assembly in

luel storage Tacili
phisticated test M-

trenches [t is
MU e rous
e e
stallationy
Les .ml,l L
cililies
The whole area is Pl‘::-h,.uL1

outside

ed by three conceninic rings
of 1I|I‘..:.'_ | 5
-\.l.'li'iIE.':'I-.'I n the
rest ol the world
Nl 1ha Lhe
LUFDs" [ v
Fhe city wes helnle
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against the intruders, and was
vandalised on the night of
June |

“No one was killed even
though people were injured
by flying glass caused by un-
known ‘snipers’ apparently
shooting holes into windows.
Having been 1o Petrozavodsk
and most recently to Lenin-
grad, 1 recognised the neat
round holes, Similar sniping
there has been attributed to
overflving spacecraf.”

In the morning Dr Zolotov
was lold that the people he
had come tw séc were nol
available, and he was advised
to leave the space city as soon
as possible

He was only too happy 1o
get out, he recalled. I1 ap-
peared that Dr Zolotov knew
mare but preferred 1o keep
his mouth Sgul.

Bul another Russian
scientist elubornted on what
happened to Baikonur on that
night on condition that his
name be withheld

“People still up a1 2 am
when it happencd saw holes
:'|'|_'_.:i|!¢:"1l:'l'!|\l:. appearing if
their apartment windows, and
pieces of glass lalling 1o the
Moor. Bot they neéver saw
where the shats camie from ar
who did the shooting. 1t all

happened in tolal, oppressive
silence. The window pancs
with the holes in them were
immedintely replaced on
arders of the wwn adminis-
tration

“All 1 know sbout the

events at the spacepart itself
15 that it was the other obiect
that overflew it and shot bolis
and rivets out of the launch
pad support structures. Again
there were no casualties

“The launch site which
was damaged was No. !, built
ta hold the henaviesl space
equipment.

*During the night, guards
on the site heard strange
creaking sounds. Al daybreak
while inspecting the steel
sructures they noticed rays of
light shining through the steel
beams. As they closed in they
found the holes and realised
that these were bore holes for
bolis and rivets. The balis
themselves were gone

“In all, workmen discover-

=d hundreds ol holes ae-
cording 1o one version several
thousand in the steel

beams that muke up the intri-
cate structures, in the upright
towers and the leaning
support-and-feed masts

"The missing bolis were
luter Tound below, Iy ¥ing on
the concrelc I']mr'lng inter
mingled with their nuts
which, 100, had been re-

nwived, Meither bolts nor nuts
hid been dumaged
"The men also discovered

that some of weld seams had
been tampered with and that
some of the sections had in-
decd become separated. Obwi.
ously, no human hands could
have brought this
about especially. in s0
shart a time.

“One must rule out any
theory that saboteurs infil-
trated the intricale tower sys-
lem and carried out their
work hanging Trom beams
five storeys above ground. N
would have taken them days.
There simply was no other
explination but one und
this was an cerie ong 10 say
the least

“On the other hand, the
damauge was far from cutas-

trophic,” the scientist said
“In fnet it was well within
ordinary maintenance re-

[rairs The bolts cuuld be pisl
back in place, and the un.
welded beams rewelded

“"The act of sabotage ap-
peared almost as though
whoever did it wanted us |
muabee an bame g Earrv (15 §
repairs beloes TSLE0C comsy

JUE TS se]
s Intes, he
i re

Iwentyly

i, Ll

A ra:.h:kul carrwng a munnu»d, pace lg t&nn
ey

launch pad at Baikonur,
three spacemen anludmt

French astronaut-J -Lo
Chretien, was, sy o~ Eﬂ
blast off i

s of:]cc'.i‘! ﬁm ol

with the ﬂrbt;lﬂ] ipace Iltl
Salyut with two Soviets
cosmonnuts aboard.
+ Things were back to por-
mal a full nine days befare
the important launch and
nathing Turther upset it. The
snbotage remained & Avell-
kept secrel uwntil
when a cosmonaut mentioned
it in passing ot a meeting with
scientists in Moscow,

Actually, the sciemist
said, a check on all other
launch sites determined that
no other structures had been
sabataged,

R

The one affected, on the
other hand, was a key launch
ad surrounded with a verila-
le foreit of steel beams,
cable supports and anchars.

lts mainstay, an claborate
yuadruple tower opening like
o giant steel tulip, embraces
the vertical rockeiship sus-
pended over & steel pod sunk
deep into s concrete Moor-
g

“Linlike the Americin
support  tewers,” he said,
“ours swing (rom ground-
level hinges, their 1ops sailing
away in arcs of over 7
metres 1o let the space vehicle
and its cluster of boosters
pass through unhampered al
lift-afl."™

It was these towers that
had been prevaniously weak-
eoesd by the remaval ol con-

recently’

1983

nectlon

qoul

i Lﬂl»
wu'k.t I'H:It u uﬂ1.
up from tht Ba tqqnq
drome while n!wbgi#
protect ik, were B
ed.” He refused o mmr.nl
on the 'significance” of ' the
triple military operation of
June 18, cluiming he kgew
nathing about it

The fact thar Baikenur
came 10 8 myslerious stand-
still last June has since been
confirmed by the American

National Aeronautics nnd
Space Administration.
Soviet space expert and

noted astrophysicist Viadimir
Azhazha, reached by phone
in Moscow, said
reason to doubt thal extra-
terresirizls must be well
aware of our increased space
activity. For all | know they
are better informed aboul jts
objectives than the average
main in the street

"l have always conlended,
||'Ii|.| EIJpl.'ll'l_'lr (‘L\'IIES,I!IHR.‘\. arec
mare concerned with peace
and harmony thin we are
Those “star wars” that fiction
wrilers dream up, are, in my
view, sheer nonsense

“Beings more advanced
than we are will keep s in
check somehow — even il it
I'Il.l!'l.‘i us ONn DoCAsians
At least, | ho ]

- Camera "ress

*I have no/
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